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MEDICAL REFORM. ‘to such candidates as come up to the stand- 


The glorious work of reform is making ‘ard indicated, and we have required all our 
the most cheering progress. ‘The Medico- ‘members to demand the necessary prelimi- 
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, the Medi- : nary education from office pupils.”’ 
cal Society of Delaware, the Medical Con- - 
vention of Ohio, and the Connecticut Medi-> Annual Convention of the Connecticut 
cal Society, the only State Associations which } Medical Society.—At the meeting at Hart- 
have met since the adjournment of the Na- fad, May 12th, the following resofutions 
tional Medical Convention, have each mani- ' were adopted :—Drs. George Sumner, and 
fested a determination to carry out the mea- ; Eli Ives, delegates to the National Medical 
sures of reform recommended by the last} Convention, made a statement of its pro- 
named body, and have adopted some mea- } ceedings, and the following resolution, offer- 
sures with that view. The oldest school in ; ed by Dr. Grant, was passed ; 
the country, the University of Pennsylvania,’ Resolved, That before any person can be 
also has promptly responded to the wishies of ; admitted into the office of a physician, as a 
the National Convention, and has determin- ’ student of medicine, he shall furnish evi- 
ed to adopt its recommendations. ’ dence of good moral character, and shall be 

The following articles will show what’ examined by the Preceptor and one of the 
progress has been made, and the views of Fellows of this Society: the examination to 
those who have noticed the proceedings of’ be upon the subjects of English education, 
the National Medical Convention. and Greek and Latin languages. If found 

Medico-Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland. : qualified, he is to receive a certificate to that 
~—A correspondent writes to us that this ; effect, and be enrolled as a regular student 
society at its recent annual meeting, ‘‘en- : of medicine. 
tered heartily into the plans of the American’ Resolved, That the medical societies of 
Medical Association, and have forbidden our each county be requested to appoint one or 
Board of Examiners to issue licenses except > more delegates to attend the next meeting 
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of the American Medical Association, which }cipated from interested parties, added to 
is to be held in Baltimore, on the first Wed- | which, there was an entire absence of legal 
nesday of May, 1848. ; power to enforce any enactment that it 
— {might be judged expedient to make. The 

Medical Convention of Ohio.—At the re-} sole reliance of the Convention, therefore, 
cent meeting of this very respectable body ) was to be placed upon the great moral in. 
at Columbus, Dr. BurrerFieLp, one of the ‘fluence that it could bring to bear, when 
delegates from it to the National Conven- ; judiciously exercised and honestly exerted, 
tion at Philadelphia, made a verbal report of for the good of all. This influence, it ig 
the proceedings of the latter; after which, ; conceived, has already been felt, and will 
on motion of Dr. Tare, a resolution was | continue to be felt, until it shall have ac- 
adopted requesting the faculties of the medi- } complished most of the important measures 
cal schools of Ohio to inform the next State which have been, after mature reflection and 
Convention how far they have adopted the} the calmest consideration, recommended as 
recommendations of the National Conven- } necessary. Great care has been taken to 
tion. ; suggest no impracticable changes, and it is 
_— } believed that all the proposed measures of 

Medical Department of the University of; reform can, with the assistance of the medi- 
Pennsylvania.—We are authorized to an- ‘ cal colleges, be carried into immediate effect. 
nounce that the Medical Faculty of the} We know this to be the opinion of influen- 
University of Pennsylvania, in accordance tial members of the faculties of some of the 
with the recommendation of the recent) schools held in the highest estimation among 
Medical Convention, have resolved to ex. | us, and it is already rumored that the oldest 
tend their course of instruction. They pro- ; one in the country has determined to adopt 
pose to commence the regular lectures upon and incorporate among its rules all the re- 
Monday the 18th of October, and to con-} commendations of the Convention. If this 
tinue them until the last Saturday in March, } be true, the example, emanating from such 
thus adding four weeks to the previous} a source, must be followed by all other in- 
term, and making the whole course about) stitutions whose directors desire to retain 
five months and a half. We understand, ) the good-will and influence of the non- 
however, that it is designed to hold the com- teaching professional public, without which 
mencement as usual, about the first of Apml,; they would not deserve, and need never 
so that the candidates will not be detained’ hope to obtain, continued success. No ob- 
later than in former years. ; jection, it is believed, can be made to the 
~ } body with which we were lately connected, 

Report of the Delegates to the National; on the ground of its not being atruly national 
Medical Convention, from the New York} assembly; for, if a collection of more than 
Academy of Medicine-—[The following are} two hundred men, representing twenty-three 
the concluding remarks of this report, made! States of the Union, and nearly all the prin- 
to the Society by the Secretary, Dr. F. C.) cipal medical institutions of those States, is 
Stewart. The views he presents are just, } not entitled to be regarded as truly national 
and we feel confident that time will prove} in its character, then we are at a loss to 
them to be s0.] know what is necessary to constitute a Na- 
‘In reviewing the action of the late Con- } tional Medical Convention. We take great 
vention, it will be perceived that all, or} pleasure in bearing testimony to the fact, 
nearly all of the resolutions adopted by it,} that the utmost harmony and unity of feel- 
were of a recommendatory character. The ? ing prevailed among our colleagues ; each 
objects for which it had assembled were well | one vied with the other in his endeavours to 
known throughout the country; the united} promote the objects and interests of the 
voice of the profession called loudly for gene- | whole body; and, with only one or two un- 
ral medical reform, and more especially for} important exceptions, every member of the 
some alteration in the existing system of} Convention was entirely satisfied with the 
medical education, and the imposition of} results obtained, and considered himself as 
wholesome restraints upon the diploma-} peculiarly fortunate in having been selected 
granting and licensing powers. Great diffi-; to form part of the body, the last act of 
culties, it was foreseen, would have to be} which, alone, namely, the organization of a 
encountered, and much opposition was anti-; National Medical Association, to meet an- 
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gually, and, in the words of the Report, ‘to {duties in which they are to engage. Al- 
give frequent, united, and emphatic expres- ;though, however, it may be retorted upon 
sion to the views and aims of the Medical ‘us, that this is a point in which we have no 
Profession in this country, and supply more ‘right to interfere,—and we are sensible of 





efficient means than have hitherto been avail- 
able here, for cultivating and advancing 
medical knowledge; for elevating the stand- 
ard of medical education ; for promoting the 
usefulness, honour, and interests of the 
medical profession; for enlightening and 
directing public opinion, in regard to the 
duties, responsibilities, and requirements of 
medical men; for exciting and encouraging 


emulation and concert of action in the pro- | 
fession, and for facilitating and fostering | 


friendly intercourse between those who are 
engaged in it,’ is sufficient to entitle it to 
the grateful remembrance of those for whose 
benefit it has been established. With the 
aid of this institution, and the hearty and 
zealous co-operation of the honest and induk- 
trious portion of the faculty, we may hope 


the delicacy of our position,—we cannot help 
‘thinking that the institutions which carry out 
‘the resolutions of the Convention in this 
; matter will, so far from ‘drooping and dy- 
‘ing,’ on the contrary be well supported by 
;the community, upon the grounds which we 
have advanced. Will our cotemporary ex- 
,cuse this difference of opinion with him, on 
) this important subject ?”’ 

| National Medical Convention.—The fol- 
lowing sarcastic remarks relative to some of 
ithe proceedings of the National Medical 
| Convention which lately assembled in this 
city are introduced (% propos de bottes) into 
\a notice of Dr. Griffith’s Medical Botany, in 
‘the number of the Medical Examiner for 
; June last. 


to have, ere long, a medica! literature of our, ‘‘ We may, by the way, express our sur- 
own, and to see our beloved profession hold- ' prise, that amongst the various and often con- 
ing that high position, in public estimation, ; flicting [!] sentiments to which the Medical 
which it is so pre-eminently entitled every- ; Convention recently held in this city gave 
where to occupy.”—The Annalist, June 15. | occasion, nothing—so far as we know—was 
_ ;said by authority as to the importance, to 
The editor of the British American Journ. ‘ the professional student, of his attaining some 
of Med. and Phys. Science, (June, 1847,) knowledge of botany or natural history, 
after giving a brief notice of the proceedings | either during his office attendance or at an 
of the Convention, remarks :— c after period. The published sentiments of 
‘The whole proceedings were character- ‘some of the reformers must have, indeed, 
ized by good feeling and sincerity of purpose. | been materially modified and mellified, when 
We regret to see, however, that our esteem- ; we find no remarks from them as to the ne- 
ed Boston cotemporary is beginning first to | cessity for the candidate for graduation to 
roll the ball of opposition against the six | pass through a curriculum of study equal or 
months’ lecture terms. ‘I'he terms in this | approaching to that required in many of the 
country and in Great Britain are generally ; European schools ; and which he could not 
six months for all the important branches of / pass through unless such a curriculum were 
medical education; and, considering that ‘determined upon, and attention to it rigor- 
our climate is just as fickle as that of New ‘ously enforced. 
England, we have no difficulty incompleting; ‘‘ We confess we should have greatly 
it; nor are we aware that the lecturers or {preferred to see some recommendation to 
the students ‘loathe the sight’ ofeach other, ‘the practitioner, that he should teach, or 
albeit we have experience in the matter our- ‘cause to be taught, to his office student the 
selves. The great advantage of the six over ‘elements, at least, of botanical and zoologi- 
the three months’ courses resides in this, {cal knowledge, rather than that it should 
that the branches must be more efficiently, ; have been urged upon him to take care that 
because more minutely, taught—an induce- a candidate for his office instruction should 
ment quite sufficient, we should think, for, know as much Latin as would enable him 
students who desire something more than a; to translate or write a prescription. We can- 
mere superficial acquaintance with the vari- not help regarding it as a solemn farce to 
ous branches, and who study not for the} pronounce to the world, that the writing of 
degree, but for practice, and seek for mi-;a prescription, in the mode in which it is 
nute knowledge, that they may be the bet- done universally in this country, implies any 
ter prepared for the active and responsible; knowledge of Latin whatever, seeing that all 
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who understand technical terms and the pro- ‘the Convention, since he could not wait a 
per symbols can accomplish this without dif- { short period until the reports of the proceed- 
ficulty. Let us take any extemporaneous } ings of that body were published, to ascer- 
prescription by way of elucidation. We} tain whether or not he was doing it injustice, 


write the following at random : a 

}X.—Infus. Gentian. comp. f3 vj. American Medical Association.— Officers. 

Tinct. Gentian. comp. f 3iij. —President, NaTuaNnieL Cuapman, M.D., 
Syrup Aurant. f3\j. of Pennsylvania. 

M. Vice Presidents—JonaTHAN Knicut, M. 


Let him take a fourth part four times a day.} D., Conn.; ALexanper H. Stevens, M. 
‘«T'o write such a prescription, we say, re-; D., N. Y.; James Movtrrie, M.D., S. 
quires no knowledge of Latin. The techni-; C.; A. H. Bucnanan, M. D., Tenn. 
cal titles of the officinal preparations are? Secretaries—AtrreD Stitie, M. D., 
given in the United States Pharmacoperia ; Philadelphia; J. R. W. Dunsar, M.D., 
and the abridgement of those titles ey Baltimore. 
demands no Latin. The symbols, too, are; Treasurer—Isaac Hays, M. D., Philada. 
understood with equal facility, and with; Standing committees to report at the meet- 
equal nescience of that learned language.‘ ing in Baltimore on the first Tuesday in 
It would be somewhat otherwise were the? May, 1848. 
directions to be written in Latin. ‘Then,} Committee of Arrangements.—Dr. G. C. 
instead of the English, given above, we; M. Roberts, Balt., Chairman; Drs. A. C. 
should have { Robinson, Balt.; Wm. Power, do.; J. H. 
‘«*Sumat partem quartam quater in die,’ ¢ Briscoe, do.; W.T. Leonard, do; J. R. W. 
and for this a certain acquaintance with the} Dunbar, do.; C. Bell Gibson, do. 
Latin would be necessary. This, however,} Committee on Medical Sciences.—Dr. S. 
is never done in this country, and conse- § Henry Dickson, S. C., Chairman; Drs. J. 
quently, we repeat, the writing of a pre-} P. Jervey, S.C.; Wm. T. Wragg, S. C.; 
scription in our ordinary mode requires? Robert Bridges, Phila.; Wm. Power, Balt. ; 
rather a knowledge of technical terms than} J. W. Francis, N. Y.; T. Romeyn Beck, 
of Latin; and hence every apothecary’s boy } N. York. 
soon learns all that is required of the pro-} Committee on Practical Medicine.—Dr. 
fessional student by the Convention, whether; Joseph M. Smith, N. Y., Chairman ; Drs. 
his attention at school have been directed to! René La Roche, Phila.; J. B. Beck, N. Y.; 
the humanities or not. We think that re- ; John Harrison, La.; Isaac Wood, N. Y.; 
spectable body ought to have required—as} H. M. Bullitt, St. Louis, Mo.; G.S. Cam- 
we stated in a former number—‘‘ that the man, N. Y. 
youth intended for the medical profession,} Committee on Surgery.—Dr. George W. 
should have the intellectual and moral train- } Norris, Phila., Chairman; Drs. Isaac Par- 
ing that befits the well-educated gentleman,” } rish, Phila.; J. Randolph, do.; John Wat- 
and all will be prepared to admit, that the} son, N. Y.; H. H McGuire, Petersburg, 
Greek and Latin languages form a necessary’ Va.; A. L. Pierson, Salem, Mass. ; C. Bell 
part of such training. Were it universal or} Gibson, Balt. 
common we should not meet with such a} Committee on Obstetrics.—Dr. Harvey 
quotation as the following in a recent num- } Lindsly, D. C., Chairman; Drs. G. C. M. 
ber of a respectable medical journal :—} Roberts, Balt.; W. Channing, Boston; J. 
‘Rome scribo et Ere romano’—we give it} Riley, D. C.; C. R. Gilman, N. Y.; R. 
literally — which ‘meaneth when iterally |W. Haxall, Richmond, Va.; S. Annan, 
interpreted’—‘ I write at Rome and in Ro-} Lexington, Ky. 
man brass,’ whereas the author wished to} Committee on Medical Literature.—Dr. 
say, that he wrote in the ‘Roman air or} Oliver Wendell Holmes, Boston, Chairman; 
atmosphere,’ (aere.) But we must not dwell Drs. E. Hale, Boston; G. C. Shattuck, Jr., 
upon this subject, especially as we do not > do. ; D. Drake, Louisville, Ky.; John Bell, 
yet possess a published report of the pro-} Phila.; Austin Flint, Buffalo; W. Selden, 
ceedings of the Convention, and may there-$ Norfolk, Va. 
fore unintentionally do it injustice.” Committee on Medical Education.—Dr. 
The author of the above notice must have ; Alexander H. Stevens, N. Y., Chairman ; 
been very impatient to vent his spleen against: Dra. Amos ‘Twitchell, Keene, N. H.; R. 
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p, Arnold, Savannah; B. R. Wellford, stion of medicine at the present time. These 
Fredericksburg, Va.; F. Campbell Stew- ‘articles display great ability, and have with- 
wt, N. ¥.; Arnold Naudain, Phila.; L. P. out doubt exercised a very beneficial influ- 
Bush, Wilmington, Del. ‘ence in promoting the cause of legitimate 
Committee on Publication. —Dr. Isaac medicine. Some of the more interesting of 
Hays, Phila., Chairman; Drs. Alfred Stillé, }them,--such as were applicable to our own 
Phila; J. R. W. Dunbar, Balt.; J. V. C. ; country,--we have from time to time trans- 
Smith, Boston; Gouverneur Emerson, ‘ferred to our columns, and shal! do the same 
- Phila.; J. P. Garvin, Augusta, Ga.; Cas- ‘with those of the series which hereafter ap- 
_ par Morris, Phila. ‘pear. In one of these articles the author 
Committee on Indigenous Botany, under ‘ reviews what has been accomplished, and 

the Resolution of Dr. N.S. Davis.—Dr. N. points out the course he intends to pursue. ] 
8. Davis, Binghampton, N. Y., Chairman ; ; ‘* We feel ourselves,” he remarks, ‘‘ yet 
Drs. S. W. Williams, Mass.; Eli Ives, only on the threshold of the subject. Our 
Conn ; Engleman, Mo.; W. A. Cheetham, ’ first aim was to destroy the system of testi- 
Tenn.; Jos. Carson, Pa.; Charles Short, ; monial-giving, which had grown so rife 
ky.; E. E. Phelps, Vt.; A. Twitchell, N. {among physicians and surgeons of otherwise 
H.; T. C. Dunn, R.1.; Lyndon H. Smith, } sound repute, and which was an important 
N.J.; Jas. Couper, Del.; A. C. Robinson, support to quackery, and a scandal to the 
Md.; Frederick Marx, Va.; J. P. Porcher, ; profession. Already we have, by the mere 
§.C.; J. Le Conte, Ga.; Cartwright, Miss.; ‘force of argument and exposure, nearly de- 
Carpenter, La.; John M. Bigelow, Lancas- } stroyed this pernicious system. The adver- 
ter, Ohio; G. Norwood, Ind. ; Merryman, ‘ tisement of old testimonials will still go on; 
Springfield, Ill.; Russel, Detroit, Mich.; J.;but in time these must become stale and 
Riley, D. C. effete, and there will be none to succeed 
mens ‘them; for we do not believe that now, or 


SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS }/F the future, any professional man of re- 
OF MEDICAL QUACKERY ; spectability, in London, would risk the 


Reemple of the mendanity eel tespudenee ; opinion of his brethren by giving a testimo- 


f Quacks.— {Our friend Prof. Jackson, of ; nial for public advertisement in favour of 


| nie ; i semi-medical article. In the 
the University of Pennsylvania, has handed o— medical - ” 

A . provinces the same state of things must 
us the following article cut out of a quack ; 


publication and enclosed to him in a letter. ne: Sat ro eye being kept 
It is unnecessary to say that the Professor meanwhile up onlipmendiatags ~~-reung-nadie 
never uttered any such sentiment as is at- ; offend after tale pemarnssill Having fought 
tibuted to him.] ‘the battle with the testimonial-mongers, we 
;must now direct the attention of the pro- 
‘‘WE MUST ADOPT THE BOTANIC TREAT- 3 fegsion to Hyproratuy, MesMerism, and 
MENT, OR LOSE OUR PRACTICE.” ;Homaopatuy, and we do not despair of 
This declaration was lately made by Dr. ; ultimately leaving those idols without a rag 
Jackson, of Philadelphia, ina public lecture. {tocover them. After this, there is a reserve 
And when it is considered that he sustains a} of other subjects, from the evils of which 
high professional character among the medi- } legitimate medicine must be cleansed. No 
cal faculty there, the declaration is equally ‘terms must be kept with quacks and quack- 
creditable to his sound judgment, and the Sery; they are not even to be fought with, 
cause of medical botany. It is a fact, there } excepting as pirates who must be put down 
will be a reformation in the practice of medi- { with the strong hand. No one can say that 
cine, it is in progress. In many parts of the {this assault is uncalled for, when it is con- 
country the ‘‘ good fruits” of the botanic {sidered that the present year has witnessed 
practice have opened the eyes of blind pre- } the spectacle of a professor of medicine in 
judice, and caused physicians of the old one of the chief medical universities of this 
school to relinquish mercury and the lancet, } country or the world, openly teaching ho- 
for ‘healing plants.” } moeopathy ; of a mesmeric professor scan- 
‘dalously appointed to the Harveran Orator- 

Quackery.—- [About a year ago there was ship in the College of Physicians of London; 
commenced in the Lancet a series of articles and of a Quarterly Medical Review openly 
relating to quackery and the ethical condi- ; advocating the claims of hydropathy as @ 
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system of medicine quite as good as the } acting in this manner, would soon leaven the 
Hippocratic. ‘ public mind. 

When these things—the spawn of Preiss-; ‘Then, again, besides the foregoing, there 
wirz, Hannemann, and Mesmer—have been: is the legal separation of the profession from 
dealt with to the best of our humble zeal; uneducated pretenders—a just and noble ob- 
and ability, we shall turn to that enormous: ject, and one which can only be attained by 
abuse, the system of Quack seraaneragie erence of REGISTRATION ; and the defence 
and having faith in the ultimate triumph of; of the public health and safety by an ade- 
truth and justice, and knowing this form of? quate and summary punishment of ignorant 
quackery to be based pre-eminently in lying, ; and unqualified persons venturing to under- 
vice, and crime, to an extent which pollutes> take the treatment of disease. This may be 
the whole community, we do not doubt that} executed by a rigorous and active enforce- 
its destruction may be effected. = of the present laws, and by obtaining 
medicines, and the trade in them, constitute! new ones of a more explicit character than 
one of the great social vices of the age, and? those we possess. ‘I'wo of our zealous cor- 
as such must be made to topple down. This} respondents, under the signatures of ‘‘ Ex. 
last may appear a visionary scheme. We) terminator’’ and ‘ Recruit,’’ have proposed 
have already said that it is the justice of the} a society for the execution of the present 
cause, the ease with which it can be shown} laws. That the regeneration of the admin- 
that the struggle is required for the defence; istrative portion of the profession is called 
of the social moralities, that makes us deem } for, and will come, in the due and proper 
it to be not Utopian. Ina free country, with $ time, we have no doubt. The present move- 
an independent press, no great iniquity has; ment will not end in mere words. Every- 
ever stood—can ever stand—against con-} thing points to the establishment of an Anti- 
tinued and searching exposure. What we} Quackery Society, which should deal effect- 
shall chiefly ask from the profession in this; ively with the pestilent empiricisms besetting 
matter is the support and pressure of their} the profession on all sides. 
opinion as an aid to our labours. The cause 
is their own. We shall be prepared to give MEDICAL NEWS. 
edge and temper to the weapon, and the? ~— 
hands to use it; but the blade and the haft ; DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
must be supplied by the profession. In det Proceedings of the Medical Society of 
present state of medical feeling, every man ’ Delaware.—At the Annual Meeting of the 
must frequently have had thoughts arise in’ Medical Society of the State of Delaware, 
his mind respecting the evils and vices of; held in Dover, May 11, 3847, a quorum 
quackery; and every man must have had} present, the President in the Chair, and the 
under his observation the disastrous results$ proceedings of the last meeting being read 
of quackery. Let him digest those thoughts, } and approved, the following gentlemen were 
and fix such observations, by writing them? proposed and duly elected members of said 
down, and making them public. A thought} society : 
passing through a single mind, a fact known} Dr. Benj. F. Chatham, of Kent Co. 


~ 
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only to a small circle, may thus be made to ‘© Joseph A. McFerran, of Sussex Co. 
speak to thousands, and to produce fruit a? ** William Marshall, do. 
thousandfold. Our own pages are always ‘* Joseph R. Layton, do. 





open to receive the record; but the general} ‘* Clayton A. Cowgill, of New Castle 
press of this country might, we are sure, be} county. 

used with great success, in glaring cases,; ‘The Committee on Resolution 2d of last 
by professional men. We do not mean in? year not being ready to report, beg leave to 
an ostentatious manner, or for the vanity of} be continued until next meeting. 
individuals; but for the good of the profes-) ‘The treasurer then read his report, stating 
sion. ‘There must, indeed, be few medical } that after defraying all expenses of society, 
men without influence of some kind with the} there was a balance now in hand of $72 21 
press. They should never suffer an oppor-} due the society. 

tunity of vindicating the profession, or of} This report was accepted. 

attacking quackery, to pass unimproved.) On motion of Dr. Cummins, the report of 
Twenty thousand educated men, or a moiety, } the Committee upon Medical Ethics to the 
or even a small proportion, of that number, } National Convention, held in Philadelphia, 
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May 8th, 1847, was then read and unani-} On motion of Dr. Saulsbury, the society 
mously adopted as a code of Medical Ethics ) adjourned to meet in the City of Wilming- 
for the regulation of this society. ) ton, on the third Wednesday in December, 
The society ordered not less than 300) 1847, at 11 o'clock, A. M. 
copies of said report to be printed for the use } Wa. N. Hamicron, Sec’y. 
of said society. _— 
The following Resolution, by Dr. Couper,; The Chester County Medical Society, 
was then read and adopted, viz: which had suspended its operations for six- 
Resolved, That in order to carry out the} teen years, held a meeting on the &th of 
views of the National Medical Convention, | June, 1847. Members present—Dr.- Wm. 
a committee of one from each county in this Darlington, President; Drs. Isaac ‘Thomas, 
State be appointed, whose duty it shall be} Jno. B. Brinton, C. W. Parish, Isaac Pen- 
“to ascertain as far as may be practicable, } nington and Wilmer Worthington. 
the number of practitioners of medicine in} ‘The following physicians were elected 
this State—designating the number who} members, and signed the constitution; 
may have received a Jiploma from a medical} Drs. J. R. Walker, S. H. Harry, C. R. 
college—the number who have been licensed } Parke, John Edge, Wm. W. Reese, E. F. 
by a medical society, and the number who} Rivinus, W. D. Hartman, R. H. Smith, N. 
practice medicine without any authority} H. Clarke, John Kinsey, S. Harris, J. T. 
whatever, and to report to the next meeting } Huddleson and E. Harvey. 
of this society.” The society appointed Drs. Worthington, 
The following gentlemen were appointed ; Parish and Rivinus, to revise the constitu- 
said committee : tion, and report to the next stated meeting. 
Dr. James Couper, New Castle Co. The following are the officers for the 
‘* Tsaac Jump, Kent Co. | ssnadan year : 
‘“ Wm. W. Stewart, Sussex Co. ; President, William Darlington. 
; 
| 
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On motion, it was Resolved, That it shall} 1st Vice President, Samuel M’Cleane. 
be the duty of the censors of each county,} 2d Vice President, Isaac ‘Thomas. 
to notify ‘* every individual practising medi-; Corresponding Secretary, C. W. Parish. 
cine without license’’ to present their proper j Recording Secretary, Wilmer Worthing- 
qualification to the next meeting of the; ton. 
Medical Board of Examiners, convened for} Treasurer, E. F. Rivinus. 
that purpose, and obtain said license, and if} Orator, Wilmer Worthington. 
any person or persons, neglecting soto do,} Drs. Pennington, ‘Thomas, Harry, Harris, 
and shall be found practising medicine with- ; Walker, Parish, and Huddleson, were ap- 
out license after said meeting, such person } pointed a committee to ascertain and report 
so offending, shall be presented at the next to next stated meeting, the names and resi- 
succeeding court, and proceeded against ac- ; dences of all the regularly educated physi- 
cording to the law made and provided ad hare in Chester and Delaware counties. 


~ 





such case. Adjourned to meet at West-Chester, on 
The society then proceeded to the election } the first Wednesday of September next, at 

of officers for the ensuing year, when the} 2 o'clock, P. M. 

following gentlemen were duly elected, viz: Wismen Wortuineton, Rec. Sec. 
President—Dr. Wm. W. Morris. 
Vice President—Dr. E. J. Records. 





University of Pennsylvania—Resignation 
Treasurer—Dr. Wm. Cummins. i of Professor Hare.—Dr. Rosert Hare has 
Secretary—Dr. Wm. N. Hamilton. resigned the chair of Chemistry inthe Medi- 
Censors—Drs. Jas. Couper, W. N. Ham- } cal Faculty of the University, which he has 

ilton, Gove Saulsbury, Wm. W. Stewart. filled for nearly thirty years. ‘The trustees, 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS. in accepting his resignation, adopted a com- 
For New Castle County—Drs. Couper, } plimentary resolution, acknowledging their 

Thomson, Hamilton, Bush and Merritt. ¢ {deep sense of the eminent services which 
For Kent County—Drs. Morris, Perkins, he has rendered to science and to the Uni- 

Jump, Ridgeley and Cummins. versity, and their earnest wishes for his 
For Sussex County—Drs. Stewart, Re- ; future happiness. 

cords, Wm. L. M. Records, Wolfe and} It is expected that his successor will be 

McFerran. appointed early in the present month. 














&4 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Medical Oath.—In our number for May ‘ ; pers; some of these had emigrated to various 
last, p. 63, we noticed the promise exacted ’ parts of the country, but about 80 ,900 still 
from candidates for graduation in the Indiana ‘remained i in addition to the ordinary popula. 
Medical College, before the degree is con- (in. The petition lately addressed to the 
ferred. We are convinced that the practice ; House of Commons informs us that 
of requiring such a pledge is useful—that it ‘*Some of the immigrants come over in a 
ought to be required by all the schools, and ° state of actual infectious disease, and a large 
that they should expressly reserve to them- j number of them so predisposed to it that they 
selves the right of recalling the diplomas of ‘fall sick shortly after their arrival, and so 
those’who violate it. | spread and propagate disease and death 

The following is a translation of the oath | {among an otherwise healthy population, 
formerly taken by the student of medicine That the consequences are most disastrous 
at Montpelier on the day he was admitted to }and alarming to the people,—dysentery, 
the degree of Doctor, after assuming the ; diarrhoea, onal -pox, and typhus abound. 
doctorial gown and bonnet:—‘‘I, A. B., ; Three of the relieving officers have already 
before the statue of Hippocrates, in presence i died of typhus fever, and two now lie dan- 
of the professors of this school and of my ’ gerously ill; one of the medical officers is 
dear fellow-students, do swear, in the name dead, and another is ill; one of the nurses 
of the Supreme Being, to be faithful to the ; of the Lying-in Hospital is dead, and an- 
law of honour and poling in the practice of other is ill. No less than 654 paupers have 
medicine. I will give my gratuitous attend- } been buried in the Workhouse Cemetery 
ance to the indigent, and will never require ; within the last month, the average number 
a fee beyond my labour. Admitted into the j of interments during the last twelve years 
interior of families, my eyes shall see no- ; being only 1367 annually; so that in one 
thing that passes, my tongue shall preserve ‘wea the interments have nearly equalled 
the secrets that are entrusted to me, and my half the number they usually amount to in 
conduct shall never tend to corrupt morals } one whole year.—Ib. 
or favour crime. May mankind grant me — 
esteem if I am faithful to my oath, and may} Sickness among immigrants at Grosse 
I be covered with the opprobrium and con- } Isle, Canada.—A very large immigration is 
tempt of my brethren if I break it.’’ ; daily arriving, with an unusual amount of 

_ sickness ; one vessel losing as many as 70 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. ;on the passage alone. The principal dis- 

Land Scurvy in Great Britain.—It is; eases are small-pox and typhus, of the latter 
stated in a late number of the London | of which the ship fever is a malignant modi- 
Medical Gazette, that land scurvy is be-/ fication. By a letter received from Dr. 
coming prevalent in various parts of Great } Douglas, the medical officer, we learn that 
Britain. A great many cases, with the } there are 700 sick at the present moment on 
features resembling those of sea-scurvy well } the island. The duties proving too onerous 
marked, have been lately brought into the ‘for one, he has lately received the assistance 
Edinburgh Infirmary. The patients had / of three other physicians. Tents have been 
been labourers on railways, living on bad} sent down for the accommodation of ‘ten 
diet, and working on moors far from vil- ; thousand persons ; and infected vessels are 
lages, so that they were not able to procure } ‘ compelled by an order of council to serve a 
milk or vegetables, or even the common | quarantine of ten days, during which a 
conveniences for cooking their food. It is’ ’ thorough ventilation and cleansing are at the 
singular that, owing, as it appears, to the/same time effected.—British Am. Journ. 
great dearth of vegetable food, a Potions ed and Phys. Sc. 
which has been long extinct in the navy, is 
now making its appearance on land. The} Obituary Record. —Died, at Paris, May 
deaths from purpura registered last week in ° 12th, aged 60, from malignant intermittent 
the metropolis were 5: against a spring aver- fever, M. LisFranc, surgeon-in-chief of the 
age of Ov4. ; Hopital la Pitié. 

—, at Berlin, aged 55, Prof. WAGNER, 

Fever in Liverpool.—It appears from offi- ‘of that University. 
cial documents that since the 15th of Jan- | —, on the 4th May, at Tottenham, 
uary [about four months) there have arrived } Jonn Ramszoruay, M, D., in the 80th year 
in Liverpool no less than 180,000 Irish pau- ‘of his age. 
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MEDICAL REFORM. 
Remarks on the Proceedings of the Na- 
tional Medical Convention. By Samvet 
Annan, M.D., Professor in Transylvania 


University ; a Member of the Convention. | 
, that the late Convention did not embody the 


' sentiments, or represent the wishes of the 
’ medical profession in the United States, and 
‘least of all of that important part of it en- 
} gaged in public teaching. But if delegates 


These remarks, contained in an ‘‘ Extra’? 
of the ‘Western Lancet,” dated July 1st, 
1847, call for some notice. 

Many of our readers will remember the 
attempt, so indignantly voted down, which 
was made to prevent the organization of the 


Medical Convention of 1846, in N. Y., by 


declaring that the body there assembled was ) what other bodies could they emanate ?— 


? 


nota National Convention. Dr. Annan, too, 


feels inclined to deny that the Convention 


of 1847 ** had a right to assume the title of 
Vational.?? Some of the delegates came, he 
says, ‘* from chartered societies constituted 
for a variety of purposes, viz., either to grant 


licenses with or without an examination, or 


‘0 promote the interests of science ; others 
rom self-constituted bodies organized for 
mutual improvement; while a third class 
were delegated from a meeting of a few 
physicians hastily assembled for the pur- 
pose”? 
ment: ‘*So small a number of delegates ap- 
peared from the West and South that it may 
be said these portions of the Union were not 
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He also makes the following state- , 
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{Medical Department of the University of 
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Medical College of the State of South Caro- 
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TWENTY-FOUR PAGES, 


‘ represented at all. Neither were the medi- 
cal colleges of the country fairly represented. 
Irom many of them there was no delega- 


{ tiom.”” 


It must be inferred from these passages 


to the Convention were not to be sent from 
the bodies so sneeringly alluded to, from 


The chartered societies having power to 
‘‘grant licenses with or without eramin- 


ation,’’ are no less than the Srate and 


’ County medical societies of several mem- 
bers of the Union. 
‘present medical opinion in their several 


Do they not fairly re- 


States and districts? and if they dv, who so 
proper as their members to form part of a 
National Convention? The *‘ se/f-constitut- 


‘ ed” bodies fur mutual improvement’, by their 
‘ very constitution, are, one would suppose, 


likely to take an interest in the advance of 
medical science, and therefore peculiarly 
suited to partake in the deliberations of a 
body met for the promotion of knowledge. 
Buta third class were delegated from a ‘‘ few 
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physicians hastily assembled for the purpose.” 
We are not told how large was this class, nor 


are we informed whether any medical organi- 


zation already existed where the expedient in 
question was adopted, and therefore whether 
it was possible for the physicians ‘‘ hastily as- 


sembled’’ to have their opinions represented 
in any other mode. Their right to be heard 


will certainly not be questioned by so great a 


stickler for popular rights and ‘‘ free-trade”’ 
as the author of the ‘‘ Remarks’’ would ap- 
pear tobe. Again, we are told that the medi- 
cal colleges of the country were not fairly 
represented. This in one sense is true; for 
they kad a far larger proportion of delegates 
in the Convention than any other division 
of the medical body. We could wish it had 
been even larger ; for to the honour of the 
colleges be it spoken, their representatives, 
with few exceptions, appeared to feel that 
the true interests of public teachers are in- 
separable from those of the medical profes- 
sion generally, and that every step taken in 
promoting either must advance both. 

But let us look a little more narrowly into 
the composition of the late Convention, to 
which the title of National would fain be 
denied. At least 314 delegates were ap- 
pointed by the several bodies represented in 
the Convention, of whom 233 (not 224 as 
stated in the ‘‘ Remarks’’) attended. 

By these delegates 23 States were repre- 
sented; to wit, 14 Southern and Western, 
and only 9 Northern, Eastern, and Middle 
States. 

There were present 67 delegates appointed 

by not less than 16 State medical societies, 
of which one-half belonged to the N., E. and 
M., and the other half to the S.and W. States. 
Still more would have been deputed from 
such bodies, were it not that several popu- 
lous States, amongst them Pennsylvania, 
have no State medical societies. Of county 
societies, nearly all of them chartered, and 
of some years’ standing, 17 sent delegates ; 
of city societies 8 were represented ; and 8 
other societies, including two State Medical 
Conventions, had delegates in the National 
Convention. Lastly, twenty-eight medical 
colleges had, each, one or more representa- 
tives in the Convention. According to the 
latest enumeration, there are 37 medical 
schools in the U. States; consequently more 
than seven-tenths of these schools took part 
in the Convention. Twelve of the above 
twenty-eight schools belong to the South 
and West, 
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It must be borne in mind that delegates 
were appointed by various medical bodies, 
including some colleges, but were unable to 
attend the Convention, and that several 
’ gentlemen, professors in medical schools, 
, were present as representatives of State or 
other Societies. 

If so many different delegations from so 
; many different sections of the country, ap. 
pointed upon a whole year’s notice, and re- 
presenting the sentiments of private practi- 
tioners, of County and State Societies, and 
of Professors in medical schools, be not en- 
‘ titled to be called a National Convention, 
and to be so respected, then such a Conven- 
tion is neither real nor possible. 
; The author of the ‘Remarks’ can 
scarcely have looked at the subject in the 
? 











manner now pointed out, when he hazarded 
> the declaration that ‘‘the greater part of the 
| physicians of the U. States were not repre- 
$ sented.’”’ We think we have shown this 
} statement to be incorrect. But the object 
; of thus decrying the Convention, of which 
> Dr. Annan was himself a member, is to 
| render acceptable his assertion that ‘‘its 
; decisions are not in any way binding upon 
> the profession of these United States.” And 
> to enforce the argument, an appeal is made 
; to the ** no-taxation- without-representation”’ 
; sentiment of American doctors; they are 
; bade to remember their revolutionary sires, 
and refuse to be educated unless they are 
> allowed to have a share in determining what 
! they shall be taught and what not. After a 
} patriotic effusion of stump-oratory upon this 
} theme, the author suddenly remembers that 
} no one ever dreamed of enforcing the deci- 
sions of the Convention as laws, that is, of at- 
taching a penalty to their infraction. All that 





> the ‘‘American Medical Association’’ cando, 


is to recommend and to urge; to present in- 
ducements to physicians to live according to 
its ethical code; and to medical schouls to 
improve education as opportunity offers; 
when it has done this, if practitioners will 
act immorally or dishonourably, or teachers 
will cheapen science and proclaim that skill 


> does not depend upon knowledge, they must 


even do as they list. But their misdeeds 
will be the more conspicuous, and their dis- 
grace the more exemplary, from taking place 
amidst the light shed upon them by the 
embodied intelligence of the American 
medical profession. 

The author of the ‘‘ Remarks” then at- 
tacks another chimera of his own creation. 
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“The majority of the Convention,” he | 
says, ‘‘ assert that the medical profession of 
this country is deteriorating.’’ Now in truth | 
no such proposition was brought before the } 
Convention. It was undoubtedly stated by | 
committees and by individuals that hee 
were some schools in which the course of ' 
instruction was much inferior to what it was | 
formerly in respectable institutions, and that ' 
there was a tendency to multiply these 
plague spots on the medical body. This our 
author will hardly deny to be true. We are > 
happy to agree with him in the belief that | 
our ‘‘ physicians have improved and are im- 
proving,’’ in spite of the multiplication of } 
medical colleges, and of speculating adven- } 
turers in what was once a dignified calling; 
but so far from its depending on what our | 
author calls ‘‘ free-trade” in teaching, the ‘ 
comparatively sound state of the profession 
should be attributed to the fact that a few 
institutions have refused either to cheapen 
their scientific wares, or to curtail their 
measure, or to put off upon their customers 
flimsy declamation for sound knowledge. 
What these few have from a sense of duty 
done, the Convention would have all the 
rest imitate; it would persuade the medical 
profession throughout the country to coun- 
tenance no schools which pursue a contrary 
course; it would create a public opinion ca- 
pable of restraining in their mischievous pur- 
suits those who not only plunder, but stultify 
the medical student. Free trade forsooth! 
give us perfect freedom in teaching; let 
every man rise or fall by his own merit or 
the want of it; but do not oblige me nor } 
our author to take by the hand, as a profes: } 
sional brother, a young man who ten months 
ago was a shoemaker, or an apothecary’s } 
apprentice, and is to-day a doctor of medi- 

5 

5 
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cine! Do not let the public, who must 
commit their health and life to his hands, 
suppose that we esteem him an equal, or 
that we countenance those who have unfor- 
tunately the right to decorate him with a 
title borne by ourselves. And, in reality, 
just such a notion of ‘‘ free-trade” has Dr. 
Annan. He sees no objection to the esta- 
blishment of new colleges—nor do we, nor 
did the Convention—‘‘ provided their regu- 
lations are such as to insure a good education 
to those who may attend them.” The Con- 
vention reprobates the excessive increase of | 
medical schools, because they lower the 

standard for the doctorate, and thus degrade 


————— eee 


guod, and Dr. Annan sees no objection to 
them provided they insure a good educa- 
tion. Will Dr. A. deny that several of 
them actually dishonour their office? and 
admitting this, would he not do more good 
by aiding the Convention to correct an evil 
which confessedly exists, than in attempting 
to provide for a hypothetical case ? 

In Dr. A.’s opinion, ‘ another of the mis- 
takes of the Convention,” is that medical 
colleges entice young men to enter the pro- 
fession. Although we believe the statement 
correct, we cannot find that it was at any 
time made by the Convention. Dr. Annan, 
however, illustrates its truth; for speaking 
of certain schools, he says, “it is also true 


) ‘ e 
, that by reducing the fees of the professors, 


and by giving long credits, taking promis- 
sory notes which are never paid, a show of 
prosperity isexhibited,”’ &c.* If such prae- 
tices be not enticements to young men to en- 
ter the colleges where they are allowed, we 
know not what language can describe them. 
Our author finds that it is the increased 
number of students which multiplies the col- 
leges, and not the converse. ‘I'his is unde- 
niable within certain limits; but it is equally 
so that the allurements mentioned by Dr. 
A., together with short courses, merely, 
formal inquiries relative to the age of the 
student and the duration of his private pu- 
pilage, and superficial examinations, draw 
into the medical ranks a large number of per 
sons who are too lazy or too dull to become 
mechanics, who aspire to be of a liberal pro- 
fession, and have not the courage to encoun- 
ter the tests which both the clerical and the 
legal student undergo before reception, and 
those public trials which soon afierwards 
expose their real attainments, and place them 
at their proper level. A little knowledge of 
human nature would make it clear that these 
results must proceed from existing causes, 
even had we not the direct evidence of ex- 
perience to prove the connection. 

After pretest to the contrary, our author 
does at last admit the unlimited multiplica- 





* In another place it is admitted as ‘a 
melancholy truth,’? that some students of 
medicine attend medical lectures merely to 
obtzin the title of M. D., because they think 
it confers a certain rank and consequence 
upon them in an unenlightened community. 
And again, we are assured that physicians 
‘‘hold out inducements” to youths to enter 
their offices for the sake of having their help 


the profession and lessen its ability to do, in compounding medicines, &c. 
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tion of medical colleges and students to be 
‘‘ positively injurious in every point of view 
in which it can be considered,’’ and thus 
subscribes to the judgment of the Conven- 
tion. Now this body proposed to prevent the 
evil by increasing the difficulties of entering 
the profession, and as Dr. A. suggests no 
different method, nor indeed any at all, we 
shall continue to believe that the course re- 
commended by the Convention was such as 
deserved to receive, as it did receive, the 
approval of nearly all of the represeniatives 
of twenty-eight institutions devoied to teach- 
ing medicine, and of the many experienced 
and sagacious men associated with them. 

‘On the subject of preliminary educa- 
tion,’’ too, Dr. Annan believes ‘‘ the Con- 
vention has gone as far astray as upon any 
other point.’? But here, as in other in- 
stances, he does not state fairly the opinion 
of the Convention. While he maintains that 
the preliminary education required is ‘‘ far 
in advance of the state of society as at pre- 
sent constituted in this country,” a brother 
professor, of at least equal experience as a 
teacher, in an article in a late number of 
the Medical Examiner, (see number of this 
Journal for last month, p. 79,) sneers at the 
Convention for not having required more! 
The Convention could hardly be expected 
to satisfy both of these respectable teachers. 

The following sentiment surprised us 
much :— 

‘* A physician,’’ says Dr. Annan, ‘‘ must 
converse with those who employ him upon 
those subjects adapted to their knowledge 
and tastes; and if he has been educated 
above their standard he must bring himself 
down to their level; and the inevitable con- 
sequence is, that he forgets all that he is not 
in the habit of daily using, and in a few 
years is but little elevated above his neigh- 
bours.’"? Who would believe such senti- 
ments to be those of a professor in a medi- 
cal college, unless they had been published 
under his own name? We had always 
imagined that education made the chief dif- 
ference amongst men, and that a man of 
cultivated mind, so far from being brutal- 
ized by contact with the rude and ignorant, 
contributed to refine and improve them, 
while he gained their admiration and re- 
spect. Are educated practitioners amongst 
the lower classes in town or country ready 
to admit, that in a few years they have been 
reduced to the level of their ignorant pa- 
tients? That they are no longer fit to con- 
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; verse with their medical brethren, whose 
‘intercourse has been more generally with 
‘the learned and polished? But a medical 
; education is not intended to place a man 
; either above or below the intellectual level 
{of his neighbours; it is to enable him to 
understand and cure their diseases, and it is 
upon this ground that the Convention in- 
; sisted that it should be as complete as pos- 
sible, There is such a thing as medical 
literature, and it is folly to assert that phy- 
sicians will have either the taste to study it, 
‘ or the ability to understand it, unless their 
' education has been liberal. That private 
| teachers and medical colleges should require 
} a fair degree of such an education may pos- 
| sibly have the effect which Dr. Annan pre- 
i 
| 
} 





dicts; many of those who now seek to enter 
the profession from unworthy motives may 
perhaps set up as practitioners, with even less 
instruction than at present, and do much and 
/ serious mischief. But this is precisely what 
the Convention aimed at effecting; it de- 
{ signed to draw a broad line of distinction 
between the doctor of medicine and the 
unlearned practitioner, to restore that credit 
| to our profession which it has lost by asso- 


( 





ciating under the same title persons pro- 
‘ perly instructed and competent to their 
‘ duties, as well as persons with little or no 
‘ education, and wholly unfit to be entrusted 
ae ; ‘ . 

‘ with the care of the sick; it sought, while 
{ keeping out of our ranks with one hand the 
adventurer and the blockhead, to offer with 
‘the other inducements to young men of 
; talent and of sound instruction, to enter 
{ them. This, we say, was clearly the in- 
; tention of the Convention, than which, as 
our author justly observes, ‘‘a more respect- 
; able body of gentlemen, both for appearance 
and intelligence, could not be assembled.” 
= opinions of such a body one would 
; suppose entitled to more respect than is 
shown them in the ‘‘ Remarks.” The 
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author, however, seems constantly fighting 
with his better judgment: one moment he 
is found in essential harmony with the spirit 
of the Convention, and the next putting in 
a saving clause which makes all discordant 
again. Thus, he admits that in no other 
profession than the medical ‘‘is thorough 
scholarship likely to be turned to better 
account,” although, in the preceding sen- 
tence, he declares that ‘‘all of this outcry 
about the absolute necessity of a thorough 
preliminary education is supremely ridicu- 
} lous.”? To be sure, the latter assertion 
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stands upon an if:—if the study of medicine | and meditation;—ihe framing of a code of 


é 


develops the faculties, and prepares a prac- 
utioner for usetulness,—a position, how. 
ever, Which is assumed to be true. It may 
be observed that this blowing hot and cold in| 
the same breath is a favourite method with 
gentlemen, themselves well educated, who, ; 
tur whatever reasons, underiake to depreci- 
ate the value of a liberal education to a 
physician; and especially so when they ad- 
dress medical students. 

Dr. Annan nouces doubtingly the recom- 
mendation that courses of medical lectures 
should be extended to six months. While it } 
may be dangerous for schools of unfounded, 
or no reputation, to make the proposed 
change, those of sterling worth, and which } 
offer superior instruction, will, we think, ; 
beyond all question, find it tu their ultimate } 
advantage. 

Qur author agrees with the Convention > 
in its estimate of the value of clinical in- 
struction, but insists on the impossibility of 
imparting it in many of the schools. It 
is respectfully submitted that a school 
which professes to educate practitioners of } 
medicine, and cannot illustrate pathology » 
with living cases, is bound either to shut its } 
doors, or to announce that patients who ° 
employ its graduates must do so at their ; 
proper peril, regarding the title of doctor » 
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conferred by it as indicating no competency > 


to treat disease, 
The paper under notice concludes thus :— 


New ee 


> attention. 


laws which shall regulate the professional 


and social intercourse of physicians, thereby 
preventing many of those heart-burnings 
and jealousies which now embitter the 
physician’s lot; —the elaboration of a 
nomenclature of diseases to give unity and 
uniformity to medical descriptions ; — the 
attempt to induce the legislatures of the 
several states to provide by law for that 
only mode of measuring the health of dis- 
tricts, and of learning the local causes of 
disease, by means of a system of registra- 
tion; —these seem scarcely to have attracted 
The notion has been too gene- 
ral, that the Convention was ‘‘ got up"’ as a 
sort of crusade against the mal-practices of 
public teachers, whereas its object has been 
declared to be ‘‘ the protection of the inte. 


) rests, the maintenance of the honour and 


respectability, the advancement of the know- 
ledge, and the extension of the usetulness”’ 
of the medical profession of the United 
States. It is earnestly to be hoped that the 
scientific and literary committees appointed 
to report to the next meeting of the 
‘* American Medical Association,’’ will in- 
fuse into that body a more generous and 
elevated idea of the medical profession than 
seems to be entertained by the author of 
the ‘‘ Remarks,’”? and by disseminating a 
love for scientific truth, and inspiring en- 
thusiasm for its search, cause public medical 
sentiment to react upon our colleges, and 


‘Reports were also presented and adopted ? dissuade them from any longer dishonouring 
by the Convention on the registration of > the American student by offering him child’s 
marriages, births, and deaths; on the form-} fare instead of that solid and nutritious food 


wee ™ 


ation of the National Medical Association ; ; 
and on a Code of Medical Ethics. Upon } 
these subjects there was little difference of ; 
Opinion.”’ ; 
It argues ill for science in our country, } 
that neither in this notice, nor in any other » 
that we have seen of the proceedings of the } 
Conveniion, does there appear the least } 
criticism, commendatory or otherwise, of ; 
the important subjects mentioned in the last ; 
paragraph. The hopes and anticipations 
which should fill every luver of the Ameri- ; 
can medical profession, on the creation of a} 
permanent national society which will here- 
after be the theatre of many a physician’s 
fame. and which is destined to give its mem- 
bers increase of knowledge and eminence of 


~ 


which is proper for men. A. S. 


Genesee Co. (Michigan) Medical Society. 
—At the annual meeting of the Genesee 
County Medical Society, held in the village 
of Flint, July 10th, 1847, the following 
were elected officers for the ensuing year: 
John W. King, President; Robt. D. La- 
mond, Vice President; De Laskis Miller, 
Secretary; and Jeremy T. Miller, Treas’r. 
For Censors, Geo. W. lish, J. N. Graham, 
J.T. Miller, John Willett and Jos. Eastman. 

After the election of new members, the 
reception of reports from different commit- 
tees, &c., the following resolutions were 
offered, and after free discussion, adopted 
unanimously. On motion of Dr. Miller, 


rank, by collecting together the now scat-; tesolved, That the Secretary furnish the 
tered and isulated, and therefore compara; publisher of the Flint Republican with a list 
tively useless fruits of individual experience ; of the names of the members of this Society, 
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and request that they be published as mem- 
bers of the Genesee County Medical Society. 

Also, that the names of those, residing in 
this county, and calling themselves Doctors, 
be published as irregular practitioners. 

The following, offered by Dr. Graham: 

Resolved, hat any member of this Society 
knowing of any one practising medicine in 
violation of chapter thirty-six, section thirty- 
six of the Revised Statute of Michigan, regu- 
lating the practice of Physic and Surgery, 
be required to report the same to the Secre- 
tary of this Society, that action may be taken 
upon it according to law. 

Dr. Fish moved the following: 

Resolved, That in view of the efforts now 
making throughout the United States for 
the elevation of the medical profession, that 
the Genesee County Medical Society recom- 
mend to the Michigan State Medical Society 
that a convention be called, to meet at some 
central point in this State, said convertion 
to be composed of delegates from each 
County Medical Society in the State, to 


discuss subjects having an important bearing } jury. 


upon the profession in this State, and to ap- 
point delegates to the American Medical 
Association, to convene in Baltimore in the 
month of May, 1848. 

Resolved, that the proceedings of this 
meeting be published in the Medical News, 
and in the State papers. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

De Lasxts Mitter, Secretary. 
SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 


3 roast beef and plum-pudding than any other 
‘nation, so do they, with a courage peculiar 
to themselves, bolt more drugs, mineral 
- and vegetable, than the rest of the world 
‘ beside. Indeed, make anything into a pill, 
Sand John Bull will swallow it. Verily, he 
? hath a courageous stomach ! 
‘The British government, too, overtly 
, aids and abets the medicinal doings of its 
children, who have good leave to experi- 
mentalize on their intestinal machinery, so 
that they pay for it. By virtue of a stamp, 
‘a man may take the safest and most legal 
‘ cut from this world into the next. If, with 
‘a criminal contempt of the pill-vendor, he 
| 


LS 


; 


{ jumps into the Thames, or inserts his neck 
into a noose, what a fuss there is with the 
coroner, the jury, the witnesses—what re- 
flections upon the sanity of the deceased. 
Now, let him make away with himself by 
means of pills, and he goes out of the world 
like a respectable man—pays government 
duty for his death—and there is no beadle 
$ to summon a meddling coroner, and curious 
i Hence, our advice is, to all weary of 
‘ this rate-and-tax-paying world, not to bring 
‘ any discredit upon themselves, by a rash ap- 
} peal to water or rope, but to subside from 
; life in a quiet, respectable manner, paying 
’ a government duty for death, and thus emu- 
lating the self-devotion of the old Roman. 
‘ Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori! It 
; is a sweet and gracious thing to die for the 
¢ stamp-office.”—Punch’s Pocket Book. 

It clearly matters not to John, whether 
‘ the pill be really suitable for his case or con. 
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? dition; he wastes no time about that; and, 


Pill-taking.—England is the place for if he did, it would be impossible for him to 


‘pills,’ and Englishmen are the dupes that ; discover a difference between it and any 
swallow them! Right or wrong, let them 3 other pill, because he could only judge from 
be big, little, round, oval, flat, or square, { size and outward appearance; so he cuts all 
John Bull’s stomach is always ready, and ; reflection short, by dropping the bolus into 
down they go with a merry welcome! ; his stomach, where he knows, at least, that 





Lather a curious propensity for otherwise 
sensible people, but no less curious than true. 
Let the veriest knave or idiot only set a 
pill-machine to work —christen his little 
globular masses by a strange name—adver- 
tise them well, as being made from an in- 
valuable and never-failing recipe, which, of 
course, everybody must implicitly believe, 
and John Bull, his wife, and all their little 
pill-taking pledges, will instinctively open 
their mouths, like unfledged rooks, and 
swallow away, without rhyme or reason ! 
‘Englishmen are a pill-taking people. 
It may be their boast that, as they eat more 
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pi will be out of sight,—and ‘‘ out of sight 


out of mind’ is an adage as old as John 
himself. 


’ It seems quite sufficient for this unreflect- 


ing man to be convinced that he has perpe- 
trated the act of swallowing a pill; and 
though it may never do him any real good, 
because misdirected, yet it affords an inex- 
haustible fund of self-satisfaction. ‘Thus he 
undeceives himself, day by day, while a 
superlative halo floats around his ethereal 
brain that he is preparing himself to live for 
ever! What a pity to undeceive this calm. 
contented, open-your-mouth-and-see-what- 
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God-will-send-you philosophy ! — Lancet, 
Mach 13, 1847. 


Quackery and the Newspaper Press.—In ° 


Scotland the presses are beginning, in real 


earnest, to oppose the vile system of quack ° 
Ar- ? 
ticles have been forwarded to us from Cham- ° 


medicines, and quack advertisements. 


hers’ Edinhurgh Journal, the Scottish Re- 
former's Gazette, the Glasgow Constitu- 
tional, the Fifeshire Journal, and other 
respectable newspapers, expressing their 
determined opposition to medical quackery — 
in every shape. ‘The Glasgow Constitu- ‘ 
tional tersely observes :— 


‘‘We have often been astonished that 
some journals, otherwise as respectable as ° 


their neighbours, should, for any trifling 
pecuniary advantage, place themselves in 


the position of socii criminis to a parcel of | 


vagabond quacks, 
‘* We consider the insertion of quack ad- 
vertisements a most dangerous imposition, 


and the persons who give it as little better . 
The quack | 
and his newspaper agent are as necessary to 
each other, in order to dupe the unwary } 


than the more daring criminal. 


with complete success, as is the receiver to 
the thief, being all in concert; and they di- 


vide the spoil wrung from the pallid hand of » 


poverty, disease, and death.”? 

Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal, entering, 
as it does, the homes of tens of thousands in 
every part of the empire, can render im- 
mense service to the anti-quackery cause, ° 
In Ireland, also, the anti-quackery feeling is , 
alive. As we stated some weeks ago, the 
Nation is most vigorous and determined in | 
its reprobation of quack medicines and ad- . 
vertisements. Side by side with this paper 
we must place the Dublin General Adver- ; 
tiser. We are sanguine in the hope, that ; 
the press, which has so long been the strong- 
hold of quackery, will now become an agent 
in its destruction. We contend that every 
qualified medical man should become an 
active propagandist of anti-quackery opinion, } 
and above all, should endeavour to influence } 
the public press for the suppression of the ° 
whole system.-- Lancet, Feb. 27, 1347. 

[The profession could do much to abate > 
this monstrous evil if they would only exert 
the power they possess. Let them exert 
their influence in favour of those papers ; 
which refuse insertion to quack advertise- ° 
ments and discountenance those which pub- » 


lish such advertisements, and the unholy © 
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: alliance which now exists between quackery 
} and the newspaper press would be broken 


; up.) 


ee 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 

Hampden Sidney College.-—Dr. James L. 

Cane t, Prof. of Anatomy and Surgery in 
the University of Virginia, recently appoint- 
ed to the chair of Surgery in the Medical 
Department of Hampden Sidney College, 
Richmond, vacant by the death of Dr. A. 
‘ L. Warner, has declined the appointment, 
and will remain at Charlottsville. 

Medical Department of the University of 
Buffalo.—At the first commencement held 
on the 16th June last, the degree of M. D. 
was conferred on 17 of the class. 


Medical College of the State of South 
’ Carolina. —204 students attended during the 
session of 1846-47 ; of whom 74 received at 
its close the degree of M. D. 


) 
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The New York Medical and Surgical Re- 
porter.—‘‘ This weekly Journal has been 
; discontinued for want of patronage.”"—New 
} York Journ. Med. 

; This announcement may surprise those 
who have read on the last number issued of 
’ that Journal the following notice: 

‘* We would take the opportunity to state 
that the Reporter is established on a firm 
’ basis; its circulation constantly increasing, 
> and that it has now so large a number of 

subscribers, that its advertising sheet offers 
inducements, as good if not superior to most 
other medical journals, for those wishing to 


; bring any matter before the notice of the 
’ profession of this country.’’ 


nr 





FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
Ship Fever in Canada.—This disease, 
which is but a malignant modification of 
? . typhus, has carried off great numbers; and, 
we are sorry to add, from its remarkably 
contagious nature, is rapidly gaining ground 
; in this city, Quebec, and those places along 
> the route to the upper province usually fol- 
> lowed by the emigrants. In consequence 
Sof the crowded state of the passengers on 
shipboard, aided by poor diet, want of free 
ventilation, and that total absence of per- 
> sonal cleanliness, for which the pauper class 
> of the Irish who arrive here appear to be 
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distinguished—numbers have perished on > (and of whom we have no record, because 
the passage ; while in those, whose consti- ; not entering the hospitals, ) upwards of 9.00 
tutions have enabled them to weather the » have been known to have been ill—beingo 
hardships and distress incident to protracted ; about one-sixth of the whole number. The 
voyages under the circumstances mentioned, } medical staff at the Quarantine, and at the 
the disease rapidly develops itself after their } Emigrant Sheds in the vicinity of this city, 
arrival, and is characterized by the same’ have received additions to their numbers ; 
malignity, and a nearly uniform mortality, } but are yet insufficient to meet the exigency. 
under whatever circumstances treated.— , The medical oflicers in charge are worn out 
When treated early, the disease is most ) and harassed with their arduous and unceas.- 
usually found manageable; but if delay ; ing labours. The mortality is appalling, 
takes place, even for a few days, before? At the Quarantine establishment at Grosse 
medical assistance is called in, the cases > Isle, 2796 cases, of which more than four. 
most frequently turn out unfavourably. It } fifths were cases of fever, have been treated 
is usually ushered in by a rigor, general } between the 8th of May and 19th of June. 
malaise, and the usual concomitants of a? Of this number 565 have died, being at the 
febrile attack ; to which are superadded a’ rate of | in every 4°9 cases, or 20°4 per cent. 
marked prostration of nervous energy, men- ’ At the Emigrant Hospitals, in the neigh. 
tal depression, disinclination to motion, the > bourhood of this city, between the 13th and 
tongue usually affording palpable evidence ; 28th of June, 1420 cases, all of fever, were 
of irritation or congestion of the mucous / admitted—the deaths during the same period 
membrane of the alimentary canal, and in; numbering 331, affording a greater ratio of 
many cases the icteroid tint of the conjuine- ; mortality, the rate being 1 to every 4°2 cases, 
tiva and skin denoting a congested state of > or 23'8 per cent.—British American Journal 
the hepatic system, and an impairment of } of Med. and Phys. Sci., July, 1847. 
its functions. Diarrhoea, dysentery, and ’ _ 
bronchitis, are the usual complications, and; Munificence of the King of Prussia for 
in one respect the disease differs materially } Medical Services—The King of Prussia 
from the typhus which in previous years has } caused to be purchased, a few days ago, 
prevailed among the emigrants, in the su-$ the villa of Thiergarton, occupied by Dr. 
pervention of profuse sweats, of a non-criti- } Schoenbein, physician to the Queen, and 
cal character, breaking out at irregular pe- > then sent the doctor the purchase-deeds 
riods of the disease, and in all the cases in} which bore his name as proprietor, in order 
which we have seen it, indicating the neces- ; to recompense the care and attention which 
sity for an immediate recourse to a stimulant { he bestowed on her majesty during her 
treatment. Petechiw make their appearance ? recent illness. 
usually about the sixth day, and are diagnos- 
tic of the severity of the disease and its type. 
With reference to the treatment, we have 
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British and Foreign Medical Review.—It 
; is said that this Journal will be discontinued 
to observe that one of an active nature is} after the publication of the number for Oc- 
to be generally avoided. So great is the } tober next. 

nervous depression and the debility, that } — 
abstraction of blood, either local or general, Method of administering Quinine.—An 
can seldom be borne with impunity, even } infusion of coffee is said to conceal the bitter- 
in those cases which, under ordinary circum- ! ness of quinine without impairing its medi- 
stances, would appear most to demand it. cinal virtues, and it is recommended to give 
In other respects, the treatment to be pur- ;} the medicine in such an infusion. 

sued is that usually employed in febrile } - 

cases, omitting every article likely to induce, ; McGill College.—At a ‘‘ Convocation” 
or keep up, irritation of the mucous mem- } of this college on the 26th of May, nine 
brane; while a cautious stimulation is $ gentlemen were admitted to the degree of 
usually early demanded when the pulse’ Medicine and Surgery. 

affords signs of weakness. — 

Up to the present moment, 32,333 emi-$ Obituary Record.—Died, at Manchester, 
grants have landed on our shores; and of ; June Ist, aged 44 years, Joun WALKER, 
this number, exclusive of those who have > Esq., Surgeon to the Manchester Eye Hos- 
died on the passage, and are sick in this’ pital and author of the Oculist’s Vade- 
city, Quebec, and the intermediate places, Mecum. 
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